













Wednesday. Mav 3.17. & 31 

TINSEL GARLAND 

showtime - 12midnight 

Wednesday. Mav 10 

"Maxi & the Girls Behind the Wall" 

showtime - 11:30pm 

Saturday. Mav 13 

MICHAEL FERRERI 

On piano in the Lounge - 10pm-1:30pm 


Wednesday. Mav 24 

"Divas Back to Back" 

showtime - 11:30pm 


Sunday. Mav 28 

NASTY BOYS All Male Review 

11:30pm in the Disco 
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ABOVE GROUND is published monthly by COBALT BLUE 
with the release date being the first day of each month. 
Advertising copy deadline is the 15th day of the month 
previous to release date. 

ABOVE < GROUND makes no indication of the sexual 
orientation of persons, groups, and organizations 
mentioned in name or shown in photographs throughout 
its articles, advertisements, columns and listings. 

With exception to the Editor Speaks column, all opinions 
expressed within ABOVE-GROUND are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the views and 
opinions of ABOVE-GROUND or Cobalt Blue. 
ABOVE-GROUND reserves the right to reject, republish, 
and edit any written material submitted unless otherwise 
specified in writing prior to its publication. All rights 
reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
in any form without the written consent of Cobalt Blue. 

ABOVE GROUND 
POBox 1656 

Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


There has never been a better time to subscribe 
to AboveGround! 

In every issue this month, we have included 
money saving coupons from area businesses that 
support AboveGround. These coupons will only 
be available in future months to home subscribers. 
So, now is a great time to get the Valley's only Gay 
and Lesbian Magazine sent directly to your door! 

For the Month of May, all AboveGround readers 
will be able to enjoy the privileges of "Member 
Coupons." In the months ahead we will include, 
for home subscribers only, coupons from area 
businesses, restaurants, stage companies, and 
more! Home subscribers will also receive 
discounted admission to AboveGround sponsored 
events as they occur in the future. 

In addition to this money saving opportunity, 
persons who subscribe now can do so at the 
current low price, or even pay the discounted two 
and three year amounts, avoiding higher future 
rates! 

As I stated before, there has never been a better 
time to subscribe! Just fill out the form on page 25 
and you can start receiving AboveGround, 
delivered to your home, on the very next issue!! 

With this issue we proudly welcome a brand new 
comic to the roles of AboveGround's lighter side! 

"Drag Queen Chronicles" presents a humorous 
view of how some colorful characters look at the 
world around them, and how they are viewed by 
others. 

Cartoonist Jeff Faller is a local resident of 
Allentown who has offered AboveGround the 
opportunity to debut his new comic episodes. 

We hope you enjoy his offbeat humor as much 
as we do, and are sure you will look forward to 
seeing "Drag Queen Chronicles" in every month. 

You can find his premier comic on page 6. 

We always welcome your letters, stories and 
comments at AboveGround. If you know of an 
upcoming event that may be of interest to our 
many readers, please call us at (610)821-1321. 

Don't forget to look for us at the upcoming 
Lehigh Valley PRIDE Festival on June 11. 

M. Hemphill - editor 





Letters 

To the Editor: 


I am writing concerning upcoming legislation, in 
particular, the hate crimes bill, and the Employment 
Non- Discrimination Act of 1994. I support these bills, 
and hope that they pass, however, I would like to see 
them changed, as currently, their scope is not broad 
enough. 

I am a heterosexual transvestite, and am concerned 
that these laws will not protect me, or my "sisters". The 
problem with ENDA, or S.2238 in the Senate, is that it 
will protect gays, lesbians, and bisexuals, but it will not 
protect me or other heterosexual transvestites. Believe 
me, there are more than you think. Most of them are 
not out of the closet because of fear. They would like to 
be, but bills such as this make the fear worse. 

Statistics show that in any given population, 1 in 20 
males feel the need to cross-dress. That means, in a 
population of 10,000 males there are 500 transvestites, 
most of whom are not homosexuals! 

These people would be a strong support base for 
legislation to protect all of us! The sources on my 
numbers, by the way, is a national publication for 
transvestites and transsexuals. 

In the case of ENDA, I was at first disappointed that 
we, the heterosexual transvestites, and the transgender 
community, had, once again been overlooked. My 
disappointment turned to rage when, in doing my 
research, I found that it had been in the bill, and a 
DELIBERATE decision was made by gay activists to 
remove it, so as not to have "stereotype" be a 
distraction to passage! 

Similarly, in the hate crimes bill, we have not been 
included. I hope that this was an oversight, as opposed 
to a deliberate omission. We are, after all, fighting a 
common foe. 

And who is our common foe? The Christian Coalition, 
and other self righteous groups who are quick to judge 
whenever they can use the church, threaten damnation 
by God, or quote those parts of the bible that suit them. 
They are doing us violence. 

They seek to take away our rights, which is the worst 
kind of violence. What kind of Christians are these? 

Real Christians are taught to love their fellow human 
beings UNCONDITIONALLY! What ever happened to 
"Judge not, lest ye be judged yourself"? You'll never 
hear the Coalition quote that one! And how does the 
Coalition deal with people who believe, and live 
differently then they do? Simple, they take away your 
civil rights, your housing, your job, and if necessary your 
life! 

They wonder why their children are joining gangs? 
They are trying to be just like them. They have many 


examples. In World War II, Germany had leaders just 
like them. Right now, in the former Yugoslavia, there 
are people just like the Coalition. They too are taking 
liberties from people just because they are different. 

Even with the names they hide behind, we know who 
they are. They call themselves the Christian Coalition, 
but they are not Christian. They call themselves the 
Moral Majority, but they are neither moral, nor the 
majority. They call themselves the Religious Right. 

They are religious zealots, but they are not right. In 
fact, the label Religious Right should be changed to 
Religious Reich! 

And the violence they do to us causes the physical 
violence we endure everyday. By removing acceptance 
education from our schools, they are encouraging their 
children to commit atrocities against us. 

In their homophobia, they think that by teaching 
acceptance of homosexuals and transvestites, we seek 
to "convert" them, or to use their word, "pervert" them. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Truth is, no one can be "converted". You are either 
born this way or not. To borrow the words of Col. 
Cammermeyer, "There are differences in the world, and 
these differences are O.K. They have no effect on our 
ability to make a contribution." 

By not teaching this, THEY are perverting their 
children. And that is the worst violence, because if they 
learned early to accept us, they would not be out "queer 
hunting". Remember, if you don't say "no", it's as good 
as saying "yes". This old adage applies here. 

I plead that you, the homosexual community will not 
abandon us transvestites who happen to be 
heterosexual. Remember, we have a common foe. 
Together, we can make ourselves stronger. I want the 
hate crimes bill, and other similar legislation to work for 
ALL of us that need it's protection. We have, as 
heterosexual transvestites, atrocities committed against 
us by these people simply because they think we are 
homosexual. 

When you write thank you letters to you 
representatives, I would like to implore you to ask your 
representatives to include transvestites and 
transgendered individuals. Together, we can make the 
hate crimes bill work for ALL people who need it's 
protection. 


Sincerely, 

Angela Louise Fox 




GARY RINGHOFF 

CREATIONS 

DESIGNS IN HAIR 



• Hair Cuts • Perms 
• Massage • Manicures 
•Colors 'Pedicures -Facials 

"Anything from 'Muff/s Bob' to Hoy's MolM 


22 north 3rd Street 
Easton, PA 


OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK 
MON. - SAT. 



Beauty in Balance|Purr phm Hair c lrt 

{ Enrich the natural health and brilliance of your hair with the superior 
benefits of Aveda pure plant cleansing, conditioning, styling formulas and 
treatments at our salon. Created with die remarkable advantages of real 
plant ingredients grown without petrochemicals or pesticides. No artificial 
fragrances. No animal testing or ingredients. Coexisting with nature. 

AVEDA 

V* RJU Kt ANT* PLANT *490* 1> 


258-1111 


TALK RADIO 

by Steve Black 

In the 1990's talk radio has become the domain of 
conservative, right wing demagogues such as Rush 
Limbaugh and Gordon Liddy. Everyday these right-wing 
"thinkers" control the airwaves with their nationally 
syndicated call-in talk shows. Local radio stations 
adopted the format and air similar shows with home¬ 
grown right wingers spouting even more extreme views. 
The Lehigh Valley is no exception, WAEB offers a 
steady diet of talk radio programming that includes 
Rush Limbaugh, Gordon Liddy and the former Mayor of 
Allentown, the so called voice of moderation, Joe 
Dadonna. Mayor Dadonna hosts a TV program, 

"Lehigh Valley Crossfire" on Channel 69 and his own 
radio talk show each weekday from 6:00 - 7:30 pm on 
WAEB radio. On March 26 and 27, Joe Dadonna's 
topic on the TV and Radio shows was "Gay Rights and 
the Gay Lifestyle." 

Mr. Dadonna asked me as Vice Chair of the 
Pennsylvania League of Gay and Lesbian Voters to 
appear on both shows along with his regular guests, 
Liberal Attorney Daylin Leach and Conservative 
Spokesperson Dale Franklin. I agreed feeling that 


through my experience as a gay and lesbian rights 
activist and my training as an attorney I would be able 
to put forth a well reasoned and articulate argument 
based on statistics, personal stories and fundamental 
fairness to make the point that gay and lesbian civil 
rights are an important extension of American freedom, 
justice, and equality. I was prepared to hear negative 
and anti-gay comments and opinions from callers, and 
to address any argument that Mr. Franklin would make 
against us including sexual orientation in civil rights 
ordinances. I was not prepared for what actually 
happened. 

The Monday night TV show went pretty well. Dale 
Franklin did not appear in the TV studio. He 
commented by phone hook up. I later heard that 
Franklin did not appear because he has some sort of 
business in the Lehigh Valley and he does not want 
people to associate his face with views. Dale Franklin 
is not even his real name. (So who is really in the 
closet?) Daylin Leach help bolster my arguments and 
supported my positions. 

continued...page 28 










ft Look Back 

CAMMERMEYER SPEAKS TO 
ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD 

Wednesday, April 12 Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer, 
former Chief Nurse of the Washington State National 
Guard, spoke to an inspired audience about her book, 
"Serving In Silence." Cammermeyer is, to date, the 
highest ranking officer to challenge the Military's Antigay 
policy. 

Northampton Community College's theater filled to 
capacity as over four hundred people attended to hear 
her talk about her experiences in and out of the military. 
Her presentation was enhanced by slides that showed 
military policies and their changes over the years as 
well as personal and historical photographs. 

Col. Cammermeyer kept the audience clearly focused 
during her lecture that lasted approximately 90 minutes. 
She talked about the events that influenced the many 
changes in her life. Born in Norway, she emigrated to 
the United States with her family. Joining the military 
was a way she felt that she could repay the US for 
letting her family live here. After a distinguished military 


career, including decorated service in 
Vietnam, she was discharged after 
honestly responding to a question 
about her sexual orientation. Although 
the military aspects of her life played a 
key role in her speech, she also talked 
about how her personal life changed 
once she realized herself to be lesbian. 
Throughout the presentation she 
showed a true sense of humor that was 
welcomed enthusiastically by the 
audience members. 

Before Col. Cammermeyer came to 
the stage Professor Chris Ackner 
welcomed the audience and was 
followed by an introduction by J. Ranae 
Bennett; Veteran, USAF. Directly after 
the speech, Col. Cammermeyer 
conducted an answer and question 
period, and then moved on to sign 
copies of her books in the theater lobby. 
Cammermeyer showed herself to be 
genuinely warm as she talked briefly 
with the many people in line. The 
audience as a whole seemed 
thoroughly satisfied with her 
presentation, and many were heard 
thanking her for her courage and 


DRAG QUEEN CHRONICLES. by Jeff Faller 




Above: Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer signs copies of her 
book, "Serving In Silence." 
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CANDIDA (610) 434-3071 

Wednesday, May 17 

Pool Tournament 
Friday, May 19 

The Dream Team Male Review 
Sunday, Mav 21 
Oldies Party / Sock Hop 

DIAMONZ (610) 865-1028 

Saturday, Mav 13 
Prom Nite Party - 9pm 
Saturday, Mav 27 
"Hawaiian Nites" Party - 9pm 

STONEWALL / MOOSE LOUNGE 

(610) 432-0215 

Every Monday 

All Age Night - 10pm-2am 

Every Tuesday 

Country/Western Night - 8pm - 12am 

Sunday, Mav 28 

"Nasty Boys" all male review 


Thursday, May 18th 

MS. DIAMONZ CABARET - 9pm 

To benefit F.A.C.T. 

Sunday, Mav 21 • 3pm 

BINGO AT DIAMONZ 

To benefit LVGLTF 

Sunday May 21st - 6pm-11pm 
FAC.T.'s PARTY OF THE DECADE 

Fearless Fire Company, Front St., Allentown 
■Tickets MUST be purchased in advance! 
Call: (610) 820-5519 


Misc. Events- 


Sunday, June 11 

Lehigh Valley PRIDE Celebration '95 

12pm - 6pm 

Cedar Beach Park, Allentown 
For info call: (610)770-6200 


Please also see 'Club Performances n 



dedication. 

The presentation was sponsored by the 
Gay, Lesbian and Bi Student Union at 
Northampton, with support from many 
businesses, individuals, and college and 
community organizations. Her story, which 
was aired as a TV movie, is chronicled in 
more detail in her book; published by Viking 
Penguin, a division of Penguin Books. 


If you would like to be listed in the 
Coming Events section call 
AboveGround at: 

(610) 821-1321 


OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT PHONE. (610) 253-5710 



GARY C. GOODWIN, M.S., M.B.A. 

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 


331 CATTELL STREET 

COUNSELING AND CONSULTATION EASTON. PA 18042 
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OfIDAY 


MAY 15th 


• FREE T-shirts TO FIRST 50 CUSTOMERS. 

• DRINK PRICES FROM 1987! 



UR5DAY 


MAY 18th 


• KARAOKE with Sing-Off at Midnight. 

( Get your picture on the "Wall of Fame'' - see "T" for info ) 

• DRINK PRICES FROM 1989! 


r pU 


E5DAY 


MAY 16th 


• MAGNETIC ADDRESS BOOK GIVE-AWAY ! 
•DRINK PRICES FROM 1982!! 


^ yEDMESDAY 


MAY 17th 


• POOL TOURNAMENT 
( see Dina or T" for details ) 

• DRINK PRICES FROM 1987! 


pRJDAY_ MAY 19th 

• MALE STRIP SHOW !!! 

"The Dream Team Review" 

11:00pm - $3 cover 

• AFTERNOON DRINK PRICES FROM 1981! 

g ATURDAY MAY 20th 

• IDA ROSENBERG'S Cavalcade of Stars 
featuring Tinsel Garland - 11pm - $3 cover 

• AFTERNOON DRINK PRICES FROM 1986! 



Thanks 


► CANDIDA 15 ► CANDIDA 15 













g UMDAY MAY 21st 


Candida and her entire staff would 
like to invite all of the many 15 year 
veteran patrons to join in on the fun 
at the... 


Sunday Oldies Party 

Featuring: 

* Drink prices from 1980 

* Complimentary Buffet 

( 6pm - 8pm) 

(As requested by Mrs. Sweeney!!) 



* Retro "Sock Hop" 

-featuring Mary Qlennon spinning 
oldies from the past fifteen years! 


...and at Midnight featuring 

Ms. Kitty 

performing her time honored 

"Itsy Bitsy" 


247 N. TXveCta Street Aftentown, PA 18102 (610) 434-3071 







Poetry 



The house is bleeding. 

Buy Super Nintendo, blast forty bad guys, 
save the maiden. 

Blast the other starships out of the sky. 

Captain Kirk saves the day. 

Mother's on the phone. 

Turn on the tube. 

See the animated good guy kill the animated ninjas. 
Save the world. Call it a cartoon. 

Let them learn early, how to make the world safe. 
Dad's in the den. 

Watch a movie. 

Cowboys kill Indians to make the world safe. 

Wars make the world safe. 

Cops make the world safe. 

The CIA makes the world safe. 

Politicians make the world safe. 


Great gushes of blood are outside the house. 
Whose blood is it 

on the street, in the alley, in the field, on the country 
road? 

Was there a riot, was there a fight, was there a war, 
was there a bomb blast? 

Who did it? Why? 

Officials say: it's under investigation. 

Don't worry, they'll find out and make the world safe. 

Oh no! it's our children! 

dead in the grade school, on the playground, 

at the video store, in the disco, 

in the high school, just past the weapons check, 

out in suburbia, by daddy's Mercedes. 

They killed each other. 

That's what we taught them. 

- Peggy Owens 


Watch the pushers get killed. 

Watch the murderers get killed 
Watch the mobsters get killed. 

Watch the boys in the 'hood get killed. 

Watch the freedom fighters get killed. 

Watch the abused woman get killed. 

Watch the abused child get killed. 

Hail to our heroes, who make the world safe. 
Now, watch the news to see it all over again. 


Steve Black 

A t t o r 

n e y Vice Chair 

League of Gay & 
Lesbian Voters 

1322 Center Street 

333 S. Camac Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

610-865-7890 

215-735-0852 


LEAGUE OF GAY AND LESBIAN VOTERS 

The Voters' Guide published by League of Gay 
and Lesbian Voters will be distributed beginning 
Sunday, May 7 through Election Day, Tuesday, 
May 16. Voters' Guides will be available at 
Diamonz, Stonewall, Candida's, MCC, Grace 
Covenant, ASC and other gay and lesbian 
businesses and organizations. 

The League of Gay and Lesbian Voters will 
sponsor a fundraising social at the home of Bob 
Wittman and Frank Whelan, 1208 Walnut Street 
in Allentown on Sunday, May 7 at 4 - 7 pm. A 
$10.00 Contribution is requested. For more 
information call Bob Jacobs at 437-2294. 

LEHIGH VALLEY GAY AND LESBIAN TASK 
FORCE 

The Annual Meeting of the LVGLTF will be held 
on Wednesday, May 31 at 7:30 pm at West Plaza 
on the 2nd Floor of the College Center at the 
Northampton County Community College. The 
purpose of the meeting will be to elect the 
Treasurer and six board members. Anyone 
interested in running for a board position, or who 
wants more information about the meeting, can 
call the LVGLTF Infoline at (610) 515-1551. 





also featuring... 

A Chorus Celebrating Women 
The Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus 
Sharon Ettfnger & Friends 

...and More ! 


Keith 

Christopher 


Lynn Lavner 


Doug Stevens 
& The Outband 


Destiny 


CALL THE PRIDE INFOLINE: 610-770-6200 















This month we 
feature the 
photographs of 
Wayne R.Ambrose. 

Originally born in 
Easton, Pa., Wayne 
moved at an early 
age to Wind Gap 
where he got his start in photography. After 
receiving his first camera during his Freshman 
year at High School, he found he had a natural 
eye for capturing unique images. He continued 

through High 
School majoring in 
Art, always refining 
his photographic 
abilities. He then 
moved on to further 
his studies at 
Northampton Area 
Community College 
where he 

graduated in 1991. 

He has always 
been very 
interested in the 
actual developing 
process, and has 
learned to us 



special processes in 
order to achieve 
unique effects in his 
prints. Wayne 
credits his Professor 
from college, Tom 
Monet, with teaching 
him many of the 
techniques he uses 
in achieving his 
photographic goals. 
He has also been 
highly influenced by 
the works of, 

nationally acclaimed fashion photographer, Herb 
Ritts. 






Although People are one of Wayne's favorite 
subject matters, he does not do traditional 
portrait and wedding photography. He enjoys 
using unique and 
bizarre architecture 
as the focus of his 
shots and his use of 
contrasting lines, 
shadow and depth 
are keenly evident in 
many of the prints 
depicted throughout 
this article. 

Currently living in 
Allentown, Wayne 
says he prefers the 
faster pace of city 


























life to the country-like 
setting he grew up in. 
He also works at the 
Allentown Hilton, and 
as bartender in the 
Moose Lounge at the 
Stonewall. In his free 
time he also likes to 
paint and sketch, but 
does this more for 
himself than for 
exhibition. He is 
available for both 
fashion photo shoots and commissioned work 
within certain subject guidelines. Matted prints 
of selected works 
are available 
starting at $50. He 
mentioned his prints 
may soon be 
displayed in The 
Moose Lounge and 
that more detailed 
purchase 
information would 
be available at that 
time. 

If you get out to 
the Moose Lounge, 
make sure to say 

hello to Wayne, and mention that you saw his 
prints displayed in AboveGround! 







10 NORTH THIRD STREET GALLERY 
10 n. 3rd Street 
Emmaus, PA (610) 966-3835 

Featured Painters & Printmakers 
Minter, Herman, Todak, Kosta, Weddige, 
Brichetto, Buningh, & Porgornik 































ADDICTION 

by Jaqueline Marish, M.A. 


We all know someone who is addicted, or is 
recovering from addiction, from adult child of alcoholic 
(ACOA or COA) issues, or from co-dependency. At 
times it seems the whole world is using, or in recovery 
or relapse. Everywhere we turn there it is. Addiction 
and AIDS are the two biggest health issues that we 
read about in newspapers, magazines and books or 
that we hear about in the television media. It's become 
the "in" thing - movie stars are doing it, music stars are 
doing it, political people, etc. etc. etc. The whole theme 
of addiction can be viewed as a cultural wake-up call. 
Our society needs to take a truthful look at the level of 
unhappiness running rampant. Just what is addiction 
all about? 

Think of a seesaw, the ride you rode in the 
playground. Addiction is a way of living similar to a 
seesaw. People who are experiencing addiction are 
living in disharmony; they are living out of balance on 
the seesaw. There is no movement on the seesaw; it is 
lopsided in that it is anchored down on one side. The 
side that the addict is on is the side called denial 
whereas the other side is called reality or health or 



ROB-WIN press, inc. 


ROB-WIN PRESS 
ISA 

FULL-SERVICE PRINTER 
SPECIALIZING IN 
FOIL STAMPING 
EMBOSSING, AND 
FOUR-COLOR PRINTING 


(610) 776-1691 • FAX (610) 776-1433 
691 N. TRUMP ST., ALLENTOWN, PA 18103 


wholeness. The denial side is able to maintain itself 
and perpetuate itself because it can give the 
appearance of normalcy and reasonableness. This 
appearance is an illusion supported by denial. 
Maintaining the lopsidedness of the seesaw means 
those people on the other side are slowly being 
paralyzed by the weight of the addiction. The seesaw 
may, at times, go up and down and even appear to 
balance, but these are fleeting movements which 
cannot be maintained. Stability and balance are 
incompatible with addiction. 

Because everyone in the addicted person's life is on 
the seesaw at the same time, everyone is living 
according to the anchored side. When reality 
intervenes, as it must in any living process, it threatens 
to move the seesaw balance; and may be able to, but 
only for a brief time. The tremendous energy required 
to move people against the pull of the anchored side is 
not always able to be maintained because the addiction 
has its own energy supply. 

The only way to gain harmony, to gain reality, is to 
recognize the disharmony (the dis-ease) of the seesaw, 
and accept that as long as one is on the seesaw no 
movement can occur. The only movement possible, 
therefore, is to have the significant others jump off the 
seesaw. Their growth process can then move into 
reality and into health. The addict, still on the seesaw, 
may come to awareness that he/she is the only one on 
the seesaw now, and it is a lonely place to be. 

Hopefully the pain of that loneliness may be felt as the 
weight of the anchored side, for no one will ride the 
other side of the seesaw. The addict will not find 
significant others to be people on his/her side of the 
seesaw, but rather people like him/herself, on their own 
anchored seesaws in the same playground. The 
playground itself will eventually become an institution, a 
prison, or a cemetery. 

What I know about addiction is that it is an entity with 
physiological and psychological manifestations. The 
compulsion to use emanates from these two 
manifestations. The addict is truly powerless over the 
compulsive need to use, and only when using no longer 
brings the rewards it used to, might the addict look at 
the concept of using. If the person is open, however 
minimally, to looking at the empty side of the seesaw, 
they might have the opportunity to go into recovery. 

This recovery will then become the side of the seesaw 
that the addict has to crawl towards, all the while feeling 
the weight of the anchored side drawing him/her back. 
Spirituality will be the needed energy to keep the 
person moving toward reality. The closer reality is 
within reach, the more in harmony with their living 
process the person will be. 






American hairlineS 


EVERYPLACE ELSE SUCKS 


610-882-9848 


AN yOVEQOv- CONCEPT SALON 


A NEW MINISTRY IN THE 
VALLEY 


Reverend Robert Forte, pastor of Hope Ministries, has 
been a member of the Lehigh Valley Community for his 
entire life. He states that his values, principles and 
ideals are rooted here among his people, and that he 
ministers to those who need a friend, those who seek 
an open ear, and those who feel the Lord has left them 
standing alone on the sands of life. He has a special 
ministry for those special souls whose life has turned to 
sorrow, those afflicted with Auto Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS). 

Reverend Forte has ministered to AIDS afflicted 
patients since 1993. While an educational instructor 
with the American Red Cross, he had a chance meeting 
with a suffering individual and found his calling. Since 
that day, Reverend Forte's mission has grown and 
flourished, with the most recent highlight being his 
ordainment into the Universal Life Church on Dec. 8, 
1994. 

Reverend Forte's beliefs are set in the path of Christ, 
open to all; all who need love and compassion. His 
mission is plain: to help all who need help, without 
reservation or question. 


Reverend Forte's ministry is available via phone or in 
person and he is listed in AboveGround's 
"Organizations" section as well as in the telephone 
white pages. 


1 ate sure your a$ will 
reach the largest percentage 
ef the Local day & Lesbian 
Communityl 

Advertise in 

AbmGroand 

Call (61©) 821-1321 






A MOTHER'S LOVE 


Once again, Mother's Day is right around the corner. 
Many of us look forward to this opportunity to, by way 
of some small token, return a little of the love shown 
by our maternal guides. Sadly, however, there are far 
too many persons who cannot, or will not, take part in 
this annual mother/child celebration. This is not for 
reasons such as separation by death, or because of 
unavoidable distance, but rather due to the inability of 
some mothers to accept and deal with their child's 
difference in sexual orientation. 

Mary V. Borhek, mother, author and activist, has 
written two books based on these issues. "My Son 
Erid' and "Coming Out To Parents A Two-Way 
Survival Guide For Lesbians And Gay Men And Their 
Parentsf both relate to her own personal experiences 
in coming to terms with having a homosexual child. 

Her first book, "My Son £ 110 ,“ was published by The 
Pilgrim Press in 1979. She started writing this book 
after finding out, in 1975, that her son was gay. Her 
original motivation for the book was to show how she 
"reformed" her son and brought him back to a 
heterosexuality by, as she said, "Praying him 
straight!" 

Mary, who grew up in Bethlehem, PA, had always 
been strongly influenced by her Christian 
development Originally a Moravian, she married a 
pastor of the church and moved along with him to 
various parishes throughout the midwest. She raised 
a family and eventually became a part of an 
Independent Charismatic Church located in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul area. 

The fundamentalist theology of this type of church 
is based largely on the belief that the Bible is literally 
true. From these beliefs, as well as from previous 
religious teachings, she was obligated to feel that her 
son's homosexuality was condemned by the Bible, 
and therefore something that needed correction. As 
a result of this, coupled with other family woes, she 
was drawn towards further Bible study. She came to 
find that, contrary to many beliefs, all applicable 
verses referred to homosexual acts and not to 
homosexuality, and that they reflected words with 
meanings that are not literally accurate today. 

Because of this new understanding, as 
well as feeling separated from her 
congregation, Mary felt it important to 
leave the Charismatic Church. Through 
counseling, caring religious guidance, 
and many discussion groups, she came 


to realize that the only problem came from within 
herself and not from her son. As a result, her 
opinions changed, as she stated, "A full 180 
degrees." Her book then changed its direction as 
well, from being a "how to correct it“ guide to 
becoming a story of how she learned to accept her 
son; unconditionally and without turning from faith. 

In 1983, Ms. Borhek had her second book 
published. "Coming Out To Parents" is more like the 
"how to” book she originally set forth to create. This 
book has nothing to do with correction, but rather 
with how parents and their homosexual children can 
better understand each other, retain family bonds, 
and find mutual respect for one another while dealing 
with opposing sexual orientations. 

The second edition of this book was released in 
October 1993. In this revised and updated edition, 
Ms. Borhek covers all of the original subjects of the 
first book, from grief to religious issues, and offers a 
new chapter that deals with living with HIV / AIDS. 
Like its predecessor, it approaches the issues in a 
common sense, easily read, manner. 

For many homosexuals, as well as for their 
parents, coming out can be a frightening and 
stressful event. As a result, avoidance can lead to 
both parties being cheated of happy, adult family 
interactions. As Ms. Borhek agreed, the choice of 
coming out to one's parents and family should be that 
of the individual. In some cases it may not be 
prudent or could be untimely. For those who are 
considering doing so, or for those who may have 
done so with disastrous results, Mary Borheks books 
can provide a comfortable way of reaching a mutual 
understanding. Although a copy of her book may not 
be appropriate if given as a Mother's Day Gift, use of 
it could lead to happier occasions in future years. 

The way one handles either coming out to their 
parents or having their child come out to them, 
depends on many variables discussed within her 
book. 

As Ms. Borhek stated, “Its not what happens to 
you, it's what you make of it. You can make a bad 
situation out of it, or you can use it as an opportunity 
for growth; both psychologically and spiritually As 
Kahlil Gibran said more poetically, 'Your joy is your 
sorrow unmasked. And the selfsame will from which 
your laughter arises was oftentimes filled with your 
tears'.” 

Those of us able to openly experience the respect 



and unconditional love of our mothers, truly have 
something to celebrate each Mother's Day. A 
mother's love for her child is inherent. Even though 
some may appear uncaring, or even cruel, most 
usually do this simply as an act of protection. Their 
lack of understanding can often lead them to react in 
the only ways in which they are capable. Individuals 
who do not attempt to achieve a mutual 
understanding and willing acceptance risk loosing 
one of life's most wonderful experiences. A mother's 
love, unconditional love. 

Both of Mary Borhek's books are published by The 
Pilgrim Press. They are available through The 
Moravian Book Shop located at 428 Main Street, 
Bethlehem as well as through various other 
booksellers. Both would surely prove advantageous 
reading for any lesbian or gay man as well as for 
their parents. 
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Title: MADE IN ENGLAND 
Artist: Elton John 
Reviewer: C. Robert Frank 
Rating: 2-1/2 stars 

When I first heard "Believe," I thought: Oh no, Elton 
John has sold himself to Disney. Now, don't take that 
the wrong way (no hate mail please), it's just that 
Disney is known for massive productions. It's as though 
Disney takes 9,999 juxtaposed ideas, melds them into 
one thing, and by avoiding the 10,000 idea, they avoid 
chaos. Kind of like one more figure in "It's A Small 
World" would cause the Magic Kingdom to go up in 
flames! These eclectic combinations work very well for 
Disney, but for Elton John? Suddenly, I started 
remembering my youth. The hours spent in Paul 
Mossina's basement listening to "Funeral For A Friend" 
and "Goodbye Yellow Brick Road" when it came to me. 
"Believe" is nothing new for Elton, his music has always 
been theatrical and massively produced. Elton John 
belonged with the Lion King. So, after realizing this, 
what taste does Made in England leave in my mouth? 
Honestly, not much. It's Elton John...quite typically. 

This isn't to say that the album isn't any good, actually 
it's quite enjoyable to listen to; but like Too Low For 
Zero , the songs on this album are unmemorable until 
you've heard them 2,000 times on Top 40 radio. I guess 

in a nutshell, my 
feelings are this... 
Since Made !n 
England reminded 
me of my 

childhood, there is 
something that has 
tied Elton John's 
20+ year career 
together. This 
album therefore, is 
perfect for people 
who want 
familiarity. Maybe, 


though, I am looking 
for a change... let 
me listen to the 
album another 
1,995 times and I'll 
let you know. 


Title: WELL 
Artist: Katey Sagal 
Reviewer: 

C. Robert Frank 
Rating: 3 stars 
Long before Peg 
Bundy, some of us 
may remember 
Katey Sagal in a wheelchair (she was a back-up singer 
for Bette Midler... before Bette sold herself to Disney!) 
Well is Katey's first solo outing and has actually been 
around for a while. With warmer weather here, I tend to 
listen to nice relaxing music... basically the light FM you 
don't hear on the radio. Spring has moved Well to my 
often played CD pile and has inspired this review. What 
uplifts Well over "its a-bit-too-down-home" lyrics and 
occasionally questionable arrangements is Sagal's 
voice. Not just her vocal strength (which doesn't 
surprise me... she did have to belt along side Ms. 

Midler) it's her phrasing, her annunciation, her 
instinctual musicality. "Can't Hurry The Harvest" and 
"September Rain" are perfect tools to help her vocal 
style shine. Off-timed octave leaps, mid-word, catch the 
listener off guard, proving Sagal's talent and range. 
Guess what Al? Peg has a voice many pop superstars 
could only dream of! 


Title: EARTH AND HEAVEN 
Artist: Repercussions 
Reviewer: C. Robert Frank 
Rating: 4 stars 

A friend of mine heard Earth And Heaven the day I got it 
and half way through turned to me and said: "This 
music makes me want to open all the windows, let 
some fresh air in, and clean the whole house." I 
couldn't agree more. Repercussions, like Brand New 
Heavies, is a catchy combination of pop female vocals 
and jazz grooves. Earth And Heaven is perfect 
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“I. Bedtime Story 
MADONNA 


2. kiss 

PUSSV TOURETTE 

3. Sirens 
L7 

4. Come Back 
LON DON BEAT 

5. What I Need 
ORVSTAL WATERS 

B. Waterfall 

ATLANTIC OCEAN 

7. Harmonica Man 
BRAVADO 

8. Every Time Vou Touch Me 
MOBV 

9. Atomic (remix) 

BLONDIE 

lO.Sky High 

NEWTON 


Spring/Summer fare... light and motivating, yet 
sophisticated and meaningful. These songs stick in 
your head and will have you singing along in no time. 
The first single, "Promise Me Nothing," is so 
inspirational, it could even move you to put a big grin on 
your face and sing it to the guy who's been keeping 
your heart on a yo-yo string. Of course this is a bit of a 
paradox, since the song is one of those "make up your 
mind, am I in or out of your life" records (not typically a 
topic most sing to "on again / off again" lovers; 
especially while smiling). Trust me on this one, this disc 
is essential... of course, I can only hope my three 
housemates have not read this, or they'll glue a dust rag 
in my hand and the disc into my CD player! 


repercussions 


EARTH AND HEAVEN 




Up VJ? T=jJ 


DJ : David Petriila 
Bar: STONEWALL 

1. What Hope Have I 
SPHINX 

2. Message Of Love 
LOVE HAPPY 

3. Baby Baby 
CORONA 

4. Satisfied 
H20 

5. Everything 
HYSTERIX 

6. Too Many Fish 
ADEVA 

7 PorprY 

TEAM STRICTLY HYPE 

8. Respect 
JUDY CHEEKS 

9. Get On It 
MBW 

10. If You Love Me (RMX) 

BROWNSTONE 
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Civic Little Theatre 
LIPS TOGETHER TEETH APART 

Continuing thru May 6th 
FALSETTOS 
June 2-17 
for box office info call: 
610-432-8943 

Main Street Theatre 
AND THE WORLD GOES AROUND 

a three week run 
Starting June 7th 
for box office info call: 
215-536-3545 

Muhlenberg Theatre Association 

EVITA 

June 14-July 2 
for box office info call: 
610-821-3333 

PA STAGE 

Steven Wade's BANJO DANCING 

June 14-July 2 
for box office info call: 
610-433-3394 


: ■■■ 


: 






: : : 


: 






Theatre Outlet 

Dance Concert by SUSAN CREITZ 

May 19 & 20 - 8pm 

African American Company, IEM Prod. 

May 26 - 28 

Counter Culture Monday featuring 
STEVE BROSKY 

May 29th 

for box office info call: 
610-820-9270 

Touchstone Theatre 

BUSTIN OUT ALL OVER 

May 2 - 20 

for box office info call: 
610-867-1689 



Performing firts 


Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus 

Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus (LVGMC) has been 
selected as one of the Performers at this years 5 day 
MayFair Festival held at Cedar Beach Park in 
Allentown. The one hour long performance on 
Saturday, May 27 will take place at the "Garden Stage". 

It is believed that this will be the first all-gay musicians 
group that has performed at the festival. MayFair is the 
second largest music festival in the Allentown area just 
behind Musikfest of Bethlehem. 

LVGMC, whose songs range from classical to pop, 
from madrigal to show tunes, will be singing songs such 
as Let Me Be Your Teddy Bear . Lock Lomand . (Scottish 
folk tune), No One Is Alone (from Into The Woods)), My 
Funny Valentine . The Ballad of the Cross-Eyed Sailor. 
Begin the Beguine and many more. 

Please make it a point to come out and support 
LVGMC. For more information on the chorus or the 
MayFair appearance please call 610-740-0247 or 610- 
821-0578. LVGMC will also be appearing at the Lehigh 
Valley PRIDE Festival on June 11th with a shorter 
program. The Pride Festival will also to be held at 
Cedar Beach Park in Allentown.. 

LVGMC is a member of GALA (Gay and Lesbian 
Association of Choruses) which is an international 
group of over 130 mixed, gay and lesbian choirs that 
perform to promote the gay and lesbian movement 
through excellence in the choral arts. 



We're looking for 
volunteers to help 
organize the 1995 
PRIDE Festival!!! 


Join us on Sunday, May 7th, 4:00pm at 
Grace Covenant Fellowship - 247 N. 10th St. 
or for more information call (610) 770-6200 
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Saturday. May 20 

Ida Rosenberg’s 
Cavalcade of Stars 

DIAMONZ 

Saturday. May 6 

Louie 

Saturday. May 13 

Damzels 

Saturday. May 20 

The Oxy - Morons 
(serious comedians) 

STONEWALL 

Wednesday May 3. 17. & 31 

Tinsel Garland 


Wednesday. May 10 
Maxi & the Girls Behind the Wall 


Saturday. May 13 

Michael Ferreri 

Friday. May 19 

Elaine Paxson 
with Christian Daizey 

Wednesday. May 24 

"Divas Back to Back" 




iSu/uyto 

U llvU'yeJ'U'l&c ! 


mdida 


'ery Thursday 10pm - 2am 


1AMQMZ 


rery Tuesday 9pm - 2am 

f ery Sunday 7pm - 2am 


:onewa ll / Moose L p g ngs 


'ery Sunday 


CLINICAL MEMBER: A.A.S.E.C.T. CERTIFIED 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR SEX THERAPIST 

MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPY 


c ‘Ma’ijo’iie iR. iR osen, 3t£J. 

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & SEX THERAPY 


WALBERT AVENUE MEDICAL CENTER 
HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 2428 WALBERT AVE. 

(610) 437-4840 ALLENTOWN, PA 18104 


Tor whatever the reason orj^^eason 1 

*Xfonatifj floral ^etvices 


IQ North Third Stre||p|piip»CWr 18049 

966-3835 


^LMARy KAy 

Andrea Lee Hemphill 

Independent Professional Beauty Consultant 


5774 Buckeye Road 
Macungie, PA 18062 
(610) 965-3013 

























SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

Don't miss out on a single issue of 

flboveGround. 

Annual Subscriptions are available for only 
$18.00 

Send check or money order made payable to: 
COBALT BLUE 

P.O. Box 1656 Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


Horrorscoops 

by Evil Esther 


Jacqueline 
Marisli, MA. 

Counseling 


Recovery 
A.C.O.A. 
Spiritual 
Assertiveness 
Feminist Issues 



1322 Center Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
610.865.1006 



AQUARIUS 

Jan. 20-Feb.18 



PISCES 

Feb.l 9-March 20 


May will seem to you like a 
very uneventful month as you 
will find yourself working more 
than the usual amount of 
hours. Put away some of that 
extra cash because someone 
towards month's end will be 
looking to be wined and dined! 




GEMINI 

May 21-June 20 


Car troubles may stop other 
people from getting about, but 
not you. Every hurdle you face 
this month will seem more like 
a molehill than a mountain. A 
person you were sweet on 
many years ago may pop back 
around but no romance nere. 


O CANCER 

_June 21-July 22 



ARIES 

March 21-April 19 



TAURUS 

April 20-May 20 


Good chance for earning extra 
bucks this month. Wafch out 
that your self-indulging need to 
shop doesn't ena up putting 
you behind, rather than ahead. 
You may have a connection 
with a Virgo from the past. This 
is a no-no. Hold your ground! 


LEO 

July 23-Aug.22 



Looking for love in all the right 
places... for once! This may 
be a month you will remember 
for being able to attract just 
about anyone you fancy. As is 
often the case, however, you 
will probably go for the cutie 
and pass over a true gem. 


VIRGO 

Aug.23-Sept.22 



With the warmer days of spring 
here, you will be even more 
energetic than vour usual high- 
strung self. Family members 
may seem to be an annoyance 
to you as they keep you from 
other activities. Be patient it 
will pay off later! 


O LIBRA 

_Sept.23-Oct.22 


You may be finding a direct 
conflict between your business 
and social life this month. It 
would be a wise choice to let 
work have the greater priority, 
although you win probably take 
the alternate choice ana party 
anyway. Watch out for Scorpio. 

B SCORPIO 

_ Oct.23-Nov.21 


Travel plans could be the 
highlight for you for the month 
or May. Whether it is a 
vacation or just a day trip, Bare 
in mind that although your 
heart's desire is waiting at 
home, they may not be waiting 
alone! Keep an open eye! 


SAGITTARIUS 

Nov.22-Dec.21 



Your usual ability to keep all 
your ducks in a row will be 
somewhat diminished this 
month. Don't worry too much 
about other people noticing, 
you have always been a good 
one for masking the truth. 
Don't let the pressure get you. 

CAPRICORN 

Dec.22-Jan.19 



May could be a great month 
for you to cement the bonds of 
your relationship. Your partner 


Spring fever is trying to get its 
hooks in you! Don't let the 
nicer weather distract you from 


your relationship. Your partner nicer weather distract you from 
will be highly sensitive to your your job. A few days taken off 
words and acts. Watch what now fo catch a few early rays, 


you say to that person about 
those extra pounds put on 
lately, you may live to regret it. 


may result in you losing thai 
weeks vacation you have been 
looking forward to so long. 


There is someone new in your 
romantic picture this month. 
You will find it making you feel 
younger than you have in 
years. Don't let anyone distract 
you from this individual, they 
are only iealous, and want to 
see you all alone. 


Well, you knew it was just a 
matter of time. That romantic 
fling of last summer was just 
that! Now that the winter 
months are over, your short 
lived relationship may be 
coming to an ena. Don't fret, it 
will all De for the best. 


^Horrorscoops are published for entertainment purposes only. Anyone running their life based on them is obviously in need of 
good therapy!! Life is short. Have a little Fun 11 
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EVERYPLACE ELSE SUCKS 
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Jack Bewley and Tom(e)d. 











"GAYLUVER'S TRAVELS" 

by Beau Hunter 



If you're like Beau, you think traveling interstate 
highways at night is boring. Oh sure, you'd like to stop, 
but searching for gay night clubs in strange towns can 
be intimidating. Lack of directions and scary run down 
neighborhoods can send the best of us right back to the 
interstate. Well, now you can boldly go to three more 
gay clubs, thanks to Beau's personal research. 

My first pick is STUTZ (202 Westchester Ave. White 
Plains, NY.). Since the completion of route 287 in 
northern New Jersey, this is a great route to 
Connecticut and the rest of New England. The easy on, 
easy off location at exit #8 makes this club a "lavender 
arches" for gay travelers. Located in a good 
neighborhood, you'll feel safe here. A new upscale mall 
has just opened nearby, so combine afternoon shopping 
with a happy hour stop a STUTZ. Beau stopped in on a 
Tuesday, about 10 PM and found about thirty people 
there. On my right, I met a 32 year old with Italian 
features, a small sparkling diamond earring, and 
dazzling brown eyes to match. Anthony, claims to like 
older men, but has just had his heart broken by 
someone younger. He likes living in White Plains as 


opposed to New York City, and says he has a number of 
gay friends in town. 

Tom, who sat at my left, is 27, 6’ 2", blond, and an 
electrician. He was there because he had just had his 
tools stolen in New York City, and wanted to get out. If 
you get to STUTZ and see Tom, he'd like to go camping 
in Pennsylvania. Can you help him? If you don't find 
things are promising, it's less than two hours home, or 
thirty minutes to serious clubbing in New York City. 

If you're going further into New England, say New 
Hampshire, Maine or even Boston, cut off on route 290 
through Worchester, MA. Traveling north , get off at the 
downtown exit and go under the highway heading west. 
There will be railroad tracks, mostly elevated, to your 
left. Follow the tracks to 241 Southbridge. There's a 
big fenced in parking lot for the club on the left. CLUB 
241 is at the far end of the lot. 

Enter from the back. Inside is a long hallway with a 
coatroom and large bathrooms. To the right is a 
spacious dance hall. You enter through glass doors, 
which keep much of the noise out of the rest of the club. 
There are two other main bars, one downstairs and a 
large one upstairs, which offers pool 
tables and a small stage area. There are 
windows too, similar to WOODY'S in 
Philadelphia. I was told they also have a 
rooftop patio that's open in warmer 
weather. 

Beau stopped in late on a Thursday 
night around Halloween. There were 
about fifty people in the dance hall, mainly 
men, with a mostly even mix of men and 
women in the two other bars. It was 
karaoke night and the crowd was 
extremely friendly, mixing easily among 
themselves for spontaneous duets and 
group numbers. Admittedly, your Beau 
was thrown by this. I ended up just 
observing the last hour while marveling at 
the warm feelings in Club 241 that night. 
Just a fluke? We'll have to stop in again 
and see. 

Beau's last pick for this month is the X- 
CHANGE outside Youngstown, Ohio. This 
you should see. It's not located 
downtown, but rather in a former skating 
rink in the suburbs. It's a few miles off 
route 80, but fast and fairly easy to get to. 
Take route 11 south to the Austintown exit, 
and go right on Mahoning Ave. The X- 
CHANGE is on the right at Javit. It is set 
back, so look carefully. 

This is a big club for a town that's only 


LINSCO/PRIVATE LEDGER 

Member: NASD, SIPC 


• CD'S 

• STOCKS 

• BONDS 

• MUTUAL FUNDS 

• ANNUITIES 

• FINANCIAL & 
RETIREMENT PLANNING 


Phone: 610-398-9367 


W.Z.”Bill” Kelley 

Registered Securities Principal 
1647 Rt. 100 
Macungie, PA 18062 


Fax: 610-391-1958 


(610) 433-6260 


David R. Nicholls 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


609 HAMILTON MALL 
ALLENTOWN, PA 18101 




about the same size as Allentown. There's a 
video bar with pool tables to the left and a 
dance hall on the right. When I stopped in 
there was a lengthy drag show going on. 
Outside they have a large elevated patio. 
Although "voyeur night" isn't advertised as a 
special of the club, we were all quite 
entertained by the two "twenty-somethings" 
throwing clothes and skin around in the back 
of a parked car below the patio. Another night 
here, Beau had an admirer who was 
fantasizing him as a state trooper! 

The X-CHANGE is loud and dark. You can 
hardly see the people on the dance floor, 
however, it's roomy and fun, and a great relief 
after driving endless hours on route 80. The 
cheap motels nearby come in handy if you get 
tired, too drunk, or just plain lucky. 

Beau hopes you enjoy his column and 
encourages you to write. If you've been to 
clubs or businesses outside our area and 
think they would be of interest to our local 
community, please send your thoughts 
and comments to: Beau Hunter c/o 
AboveGround P.O. Box 1656 Allentown, 
PA 18105-1656. 


VELVET 



Lehigh Valley 
Gay & Lesbian 
Recreational 
Volleyball 


..come have a ball! 


Phone: 610 - 434 - 2966 
P.O. Box 2 1862 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002- 1862 




DEEP MUSCLE MASSAGE 




Shiatsu - Reiki 
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Certified b/Lassage Therapist 

by appointment evenings & weekends 


Call Gary 

(610) 694-8756 

leave message 



SUBSRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Rates: 1 Year (12 issues) $18.00 - 2 Year (24 issues) $35.00 - 3 Year (36 issues) $ 50.00 

NAME:_ 

ADDRESS: 


PHONE (optional): 

Send check or money order, made payable to: COBALT BLUE 


P.O. Box 1656 Allentown, PA 18105-1656 

















I Never Bought a Home Before... 
How Do I Go About It? 

by Gail Hoover ; Realtor 


Deciding to buy your first home is probably the 
biggest buying decision you'll ever make. It's an 
exciting decision. There are tremendous amounts of 
benefits to homeownership such as all of the added tax 
deductions. Renters don't usually have many items to 
deduct. When you own your home, you are allowed to 
deduct the interest that you pay on your mortgage, plus 
your property taxes and a few other expenses. This 
can be a terrific benefit come every April. 

Along with the excitement also comes a whole lot of 
stress. There is responsibility with homeownership. 
But, above all, there is that BIG "C" word - 
COMMITMENT. We all know how popular the "C" word 
is in our community. Many first time buyers feel the thrill 
of house hunting and decorating but are also quite 
scared of the commitment and responsibility. To add to 
the stress, many gays and lesbians worry how they will 
be received by sellers, Realtors, and mortgage lenders; 
especially if a couple is buying the house together. The 
best way to alleviate the worries of being discriminated 
against, is to find a great Realtor! Simple! You need a 
Realtor that you feel totally comfortable talking honestly 
with; concerning your lifestyle and how your home has 


to fill your needs. You must have a Realtor you can 
trust! One who can provide you with a list of references. 
Your Realtor is going to help you make one of the 
biggest investments of your life. You must feel that they 
are your trusted advisor. This is the most important 
step in the whole process. 

Once you've chosen which Realtor to work with, to get 
started, is simple. Initially, a meeting is set to talk about 
all your needs, answers all of your questions, and map 
out your personal home-buying plan. This first meeting, 
usually is between 3 parties; you, your Realtor, and a 
loan officer. Your Realtor will set this meeting up. You 
will discuss your whole financial picture, your needs and 
wants in a home, and exactly where you fit in the real 
estate market today! You will learn some interesting 
facts. For example: 

FACT: Many people actually qualify for a 5% 
down morgage, but don't realize it. 

FACT: The average mortgage payment costs 
about the same as the average rent payment. 

FACT: A lot of people don't want to ask a 
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Dear Bess, 

I have been dating a great guy for nine months. I 
really think we could be together a lifetime. But now 
he has a really good job offer on the west coast and 
wants the two of us to move together there. I have 
worked for six years at the same job but have never 
really liked it. Anyway I know I could find another job 
out there in no time. I am just worried about leaving 
all my family and friends and everything I have known 
all my life. I also worry that maybe out there our 
relationship may be different somehow. What would 
you do? -(unsigned) 


Dear ? 

The real question is what will YOU do? Over the 
years I have known of many people who have had 
to deal with just this dilemma. I must honestly tell 
you up front that not all of them turned out good. 

Some did not make the move together and instead 
split up. Some moved together but didn t end up 
together. In one case, a couple didn't move at all 
and ended up apart anyway. Many have however, 
moved far away together and have enjoyed 
wonderful, lasting relationships. 

Tm sorry to be giving you so many conflicting 
scenarios, but there is no pre-defined solution. You 
are the only one who can make this decision. You 
and your partner have to talk seriously about all the 
pros and cons and not forget to make realistic 
estimations as to how often, if ever, you can come 
back to visit. 

Although change can be scary, it doesn't have to 
be bad. Good luck in whatever decision you may 
make. I wish you both happy, healthy futures. 


Send your letters to Aunt Bess 

c/o flboveQround 

PO Box 1656 Allentown, PA 18105-1656 












Follow these simple directions: 


1. 

If you have 
this 




\U 



Modem this. 

610-821-3082 


If you have 
this 



Call this. 

610-821-8133 
800-TRY-VE-NOW 



You don't ever have 
to leave this. 


This is what 
it is. 


You won't spend 
a lot of this. ~~y' 




IS 



VISUAL ENCOUNTERS 

Computerised introduction Service 

P.O. Box 4448, Allentown, Pennsylvania 


salesperson any questions, they're afraid they are going 
to feel obligated to buy. 

You will leave this meeting with a comprehensive 
package of information which will act as a resource 
throughout the entire process. You will know the exact 
mortgage amount you qualify for, and which mortgage 
program will best suit your needs. Agency will be 
explained. You need to make sure that your interests 
are being protected. You will be shown the homes that 
are available in your price range, in the areas you are 
interested. You will learn a lot! 

Once you've decided on a home, the right choice of 
Realtors really comes into play. You will be shown 
comparable properties so you can decide the best price 
to offer. You will need a Realtor with the expertise to 
draft the offer you're willing to make and know the 
clauses to include in the purchase contract that will best 
protect your interests and your deposit. 

Your offer is presented to the sellers and the 
negotiations begin. You must be working with a skilled 
negotiator! Your negotiating can either cost or save you 
hundreds or thousands of dollars. Once all of the 
details of your offer have been negotiated out, it is 
signed by all parties and you have just bought your first 
home! 

The next steps are to secure your financing, conduct 


any inspection, per the contract, title search and 
arrange for settlement. All of this usually takes about 
45 days. For example, if you start the buying process in 
the beginning of May and decide on a home, put an 
offer on it and it's accepted by May 15, you will be able 
to settle and move into your new home on June 30! 
Congratulations! 

By the way, your landlord says hi and thanks again for 
paying his mortgage. 

Next: WARNING: If you are planning to sell your 
home, you could be cheating yourself out of hundreds, 
even thousands of dollars! Sellers, learn how to avoid 
these pitfalls. 

Gail Hoover, Realtor, is with Patt-White Co., Better 
Homes & Gardens, in Whitehall. Gail has been a 
Realtor for the Lehigh Valley Gay and Lesbian 
Community for the last 7 years. She has shown her 
support of the community by sponsoring the Gail 
Hoover - Patt-White Team at the F.A.C.T. Summer 
Games for 4 years and also being a founding member 
of The Lehigh Valley Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 

If you are interested in purchasing your first home, 
you can call Gail at her personal message center - 
(610) 433-7919, or 439-1491 today, to set up a no¬ 
obligation meeting. 











TALK RADIO ..continued from page 5 


Mr. Franklin tried to claim that "homosexuals" have 
higher than average incomes and therefore do not need 
"special rights," while I countered that those statistics 
only reflected urban professional gay men who could 
afford to be out and certainly did not reflect the gay and 
lesbian community in the Lehigh Valley. The only real 
low point was near the end of the program when the 
subject of the military ban was discussed and Franklin 
brought up "the shower argument" and asked me how 
long it took to have a sexual fantasy. I was caught 
totally off guard for such an inappropriate question and 
later figured he asked because he repressed most of 
his own sexual fantasies. 

This final question was nothing compared to what 
would happen the next night on the radio show. As I 
arrived at the radio station, I met Dale Franklin waiting 
in the lobby for the elevator. He introduced himself and 
asked if I was Steve Black. I responded yes and held 
out my hand. He refused to shake my hand. As the 
program started, Franklin began his opening comments 
by calling me a sodomite. As the show progressed, he 
continued his name calling with "queer, perverted, sick, 
immoral, abnormal" and that "I would swish up to rent 
an apartment." Mr. Franklin's argument never left the 
subject of sex and his definition of "what gay men do in 
bed." Everytime I raised the point of gay men and 
lesbians being judged in employment circumstances on 
their job performance, he would respond that 
discrimination was justifiable because gays were sick. 
He attempted to scare listeners by talking of lesbian 
gym teachers lusting after his teenage daughter. He 
went on a tirade about "fecal matter" and cited some 
statistic that the average gay man ingests 20 pounds of 
fecal matter during his lifetime. He told a story of a San 
Francisco man who left a bath house and was found to 
have traces of the "fecal matter" of 20 people in his 
mouth. He stated that homosexuals have historically 
spread disease because "fecal matter" carries viruses 
that the body cannot fight and most homosexuals will 
contract syphilis of the throat. He denied that most of 
the worlds HIV/AIDS cases are spread by heterosexual 
sex. He at one point made reference to whether "I 
liked it on my back or on my knees." During a 
commercial brake when Joe Dadonna asked me when I 
knew I was gay, Franklin retorted, "When he had this 
urging to have something stuck in his anus." 

Throughout the radio show, Joe Dadonna did very 
little to chastise Dale Franklin for his remarks. The 
"voice of moderation" seemed to have more of an 
interest in titillating his listeners with tabloid talk, than in 
seeing that I, as his guest, and any gay and lesbian 

callers or listeners were treated with respect 
Mr. Franklin's comments weren't really 
arguments at all. Since the right wing has no 
substantial or persuasive arguments they 


resort to immorality. They seek to dehumanize lesbians 
and gay men by depicting us as perverted pleasure 
seekers whose sex drives are out of control. Mr. 
Franklin kept the debate from focusing on fairness, 
equality, and discrimination in employment by 
distracting listeners with talk about sex, focusing on the 
most extreme examples and ignoring the fact that these 
same sexual practices occur among heterosexuals. He 
attempted to force me to defend these sexual practices 
instead of stating my case. 

The name calling is an attempt to punish me for being 
vocal and speaking out for my own rights as an 
American. His abusive language sends a warning to 
other gay men and lesbians who might speak out in the 
future. If you speak out you will be defamed, called 
names and have your reputation called into question. 
The right wing knows that the best way we can counter 
their attacks is to come out. The more visible that gay 
men and lesbians are in their families, work places, and 
communities the less likely our relatives, co-workers 
and neighbors will be to believe their outrageous lies. 

By remaining in the closet and allowing others to go on 
believing that they know no one who is gay or lesbian, 
we allow the right wing to define who we are. We must 
define ourselves, and we do that by living each day as a 
responsible individual who happens to be gay or lesbian 
- open, out, and proud. 

If we, as the Lehigh Valley Gay and Lesbian 
Community, are going to move forward and press the 
city councils of Allentown and Bethlehem to include 
sexual orientation in their civil rights ordinances, we 
must be prepared for more attacks of this sort by the 
right wing. We cannot allow ourselves to be deterred 
from our agenda. We must focus on the issues of 
fairness, justice and equality. We must face such 
arguments and name calling with dignity and rise above 
such gutter tactics. But most of all, we must be 
ourselves, so that we show our family, co-workers and 
communities the truly moral, decent, and respectable 
people that we are. 


Make sure your ad 
reaches the people 

who are looking for 

. 

your services. 

Advertise in 

. 

Abo veG round 
call: (610)821-1321 
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Bars/Clubs 

Candida 
247 N. 12th St. 
Allentown, PA 18102 
610-434-3071 


Diamonz 

1913 W. Broad St. 
Bethlehem, pA 18018 
610-865-1028 


Stonewall / 

Moose Lounge 
28-31 N. 10th St. 
Allentown, PA 18101 
610-432-0215 


If your organization would like to be listed 
in Ibis section wite to us at AboveGround 
or call (610) 821-1321, 


Religious Groups 


AIDS Related Groups 

AIDS Outreach 
112 N. 5th St. 
Allentown, PA 18102 
610-435-8424 

AIDS Services Center 
60 W. Broad St. 

Suite 205 

Bethlehem, PA 18108 
610-974-8701 

F.A.C.T. 

P.O. Box 1028 
Allentown, PA 18105 
610-820-5519 


Latino AIDS Outreach 
(610)861-6845 


Universal Life Church, Inc. 
Rev. Joel S. Diehl, DD,MsD. 
610-433-5325 

* please leave message. 

Grace Covenant Fellowship 
247 N. 10th St. 

Allentown, PA 18102 
610-740-0247 

MCC of the Lehigh Valley 
-worship at St. John's UCC 
6th & Walnut Sts. 

Allentown, PA 18102 
(610)439-8755 

Integrity 

610-395-1785 

610-758-8642 

Hope Ministries 

Rev. Bob J. Forte 
610-791-0716 

24 hrs. - leave message. 


Misc. Organizations 


PRIDE 

of the Lehigh Valley 

P.O. Box 20804 

Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610-770-6200 

Lehigh Valley 

Gay Men's Chorus 

P.O. Box 20712 

Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 

610-740-0247 

610-821-0578 

Lehigh Valley Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force 

PO Box 20253 

Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610-515-1551 

P-FLAG do Barbara Fasick 
2040 Lehigh St. #710 
Easton, PA 18042 
610-258-4794 

League of Gay & 

Lesbian Voters 

Lehigh Valley Chapter 

P.O. Box 20781 

Lehigh Valley, PA 
18002-0781 
(610) 437-2294 

Lehigh Valley Lesbians 
Unitarian Univ. Church 
Bethlehem, PA 
(610) 253-5454 
meetings - 3rd Thursday 
of every month 

Velvet Spikers 

P.O. Box 21862 

Lehigh Valley, PA 
18002-1862 

610-434-2966 
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fiBOVETQROCINP 

Your Source for News & Views in and around the Lehigh Vailey 
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Classifieds / Personals 

RATES 

I- 4 lines $ 5.00 

5-10 lines $10.00 

II- 15 lines $15.00 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Fill out the boxes at left exactly as you would 
like your ad to appear. Leave a space 
between each word. Check the heading you 
would like to have your ad run under. 
Calculate the price based on number of lines 
and send check or money order made 
payable to "COBALT BLUE" along with form 
to: AboveGround 
PO Box 1656 
Allentown, PA 18105-1656 


AboveGround reserves the right to edit ads as 
needed or to refuse any ad for any reason. 

You must be 18 or older to place or respond to 
any ad. 


cost of lines_X_number of issues=_ 

Anything submitted to AboveGround must be received by the 15 th of 
the month to be published in the following months issue. Anything 
received after that date will be held over to the next issue. 

Name(optional)_ 

Mailing 

Address_ 

Phone(optional)_ 


P.O. Box 1656 


Allentown, PA 18105-1656 

















































REAL ESTATE 

SALE 


Super Party House! 
Great view! Huge 
living room, den, 
and playroom. 

Formal dining room, 
kitchen & dining 
area. 2 master 
suites. 2 1/2 baths. 
Closets galore. 2- 
car gar. 2 patios 
and gardens overlook 
tennis & pool. Warm 
community. $159,900 
Call Bill (at work): 
215-257-1151 


FOR SALE 


BRING THE VIBE 
HOME !! 

DANCE TAPES FOR 
ALL PARTIERS 
OVER 20 TAPES TO 
CHOOSE... 
...FROM CLASSIC 
DISCO TO HOUSE. 
CALL DJ CHRIS FOR 
CATALOG. 
(610)435-9383 


SERVICES 


PROF. BARTENDER 
PARTIES - EVENTS 
REASONABLE 
RATES 

(610) 262-6234 


CLASSIFIEDS ® 


WANTED 


CURRENT & 
FORMER 
STRAIGHT 
SPOUSES OF 
GAYS & LESBIANS 
TO 

FORM SUPPORT 
GROUP. 

CALL LAURIE AT 
(610) 366-7572 
YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE! 


THEATRE CRITIC 
NEEDED 
TO WRITE 
REVIEWS FOR 
ABOVE GROUND 
MAGAZINE. 
INTERESTED 
PARTIES PLEASE 
CALL: 

(610) 821-1321 


ROOMMATES 


ROOM FOR RENT 
WITH GAY FAMILY 
IN WEST END 
ALLENTOWN. 
SMOKE & PET 
FREE. 
740-9969 


CuuipIIiumiluf/ lnuj 
'Juiijis 

Stonewall / 
Moose Lounge 

28-30 N. 10th St. 
Allentown, PA 


n’s UCC 
Eves, only) 
Inut Sts. 
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Area Gay 
Phone 
Personals 
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Os proud to present Our next two parties 

"PROM NITE" 

(Theme:The Seventies) 

Saturday, May 13th at 9 pm 

COME SEE OUR SPECIAL GUEST STAR, 
"DAMZELS" PERFORMING IN THE LOUNGE, 

AND PROM NITE DINNER SPECIALS! 

iOLnd 

"HAWAIIAN NITES" 

Saturday, May 27th at 9 pm 

COME SEE OUR EXPLODING VOLCANO, 

OUR HULA DANCERS,TROPICAL DRINK SPECIALS, 
ISLAND PARADISE DINNER SPECIALS, AND THE 
ONLY PLACE IN TOWN TO GET A FREE LEI! 



1913 W.BROAD ST,BETHLEHEM, PA. 18018 

V(6I0)865-1028V 

• VISA*MASTERCARD • AMEX* MAC CARD * 
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$5.00 Donated to 
F.A.C.T. 

(Fighting AIDS Continuously Together) 

when you present 
this coupon at 
time of service. 

(first time clients) 


MEMBER COUPON 

For Home Subscribers 



GARY RINGHOFF 

AT 10 NS 

DESIGNS IN HAIR 

22 north 3rd Street 
Easton. PA 

258-1111 



Expires 5/31/95 
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Complimentary 



0 

z 

3 

0 

K 

t 





Receive any sandwich 
for 1/2 price with 
the purchase of a 
sandwich of equal 
or greater value. 

-or- 


ill 

% 

0 

tt 


Any Sandwich with 
cup of soup 
$4.25pfc»uu 

(2pm -6pm only) 







MEMBER COUPON 

For Home Subscribers 

>: ' , ■ . ■ : v ' . ' ■ 


The Moose Lounge at 

glTOHEWAILL 

28-30 h lOti Street Alenlown. PA 18101 6104320215 


Expires 5/31/95 Complimentary 



With this Coupon 
receive 
20% off 
any 

Fresh Flower 
purchase 


Send this coupon 
along with 
self addressed 
stamped envelope 
for 1 Of 8 favorite 
bookmark 
affirmations. 


MEMBER COUPON 


For Home Subscribers 



Expires 5/31/95 Complimentary 


MEMBER COUPON 

Bor Home Subscribers 


Jacqueline Marish, MA 

Counseling 

Bccouery 

A.C.OA. 

1322 Center 6urel 

U) (Spiritual 

Bethlehem. PA 18018 , 

** .WertAmexf 

610.865.1006 

Feminist Issues 

Expires 5/31/95 

Complimentary 
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FREE 1 HOUR 

MEMBER COUPON 

z 



For Home Subscribers 


2 


OF ON-LINE TIME 



o 


when you buy 



a 3-month Visual 


VISUAL ENCOUNTERS 


► 


Encounters 


^omfut(rixf4 introduction ^rvitt 


Ul 


subscription/listing 


PO Bin 4448 4 IL, Wf 


0 


for only $24.99 


Alleiuown. Pa 18105-4448 
(610) 821-8133 


a 

* 


Save $15.00 


800-TRY - VE-NO VV 



Expires 5/31/95 Complimentary 






Purchase 
1 dinner entree 
at regular price 
and receive 
second entree 
for 1/2 price. 


EMBER COUPON 

For Home Subscribers 



1913 W. Broad St. 
Bethlehem, Pa 18018 
(610)865-1028 


Expires 5/31/95 


Complimentary 




MEMBER COUPON 


Present this coupon 
to receive 

AAA/ MMtl 

Fa-Home Subscribers 

20% on any 



service from 



Tom(e)d. 



or 


American hairlineS 

Jack Bewley 


tvatrnari bus sects 

610-082*9648 


Expires 5/31/95 Complimentary 














































































































